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The goal I set for myself when I became president of the Retiree Council 8 
Steering Committee was to continue and expand upon the good work of my         
predecessors.  I was very fortunate to have the support and assistance of an          
extremely dedicated group of steering committee representatives from the local 
chapters to help me achieve our common objectives.  With a couple of exceptions, 
the level of participation of local chapters has grown or remains constant.  I am    
disappointed that two of our largest local chapters as well as a couple of smaller 
ones don't send voting representatives to our monthly meetings.  Hopefully, the   
incoming president can improve upon this situation. 

There are many other people who have made my years as president a memorable 
tenure.   I especially want to thank the following for their guidance and assistance as 
I carried out my presidential duties: Chris Colabello, URO/SRO Regional Staff   
Director; his predecessor, Fred Monaco; Carole Gehrig, former NYSUT Consultant 
and current Retiree Advisory Council Representative; Anne Marie Voutsinas,     
current NYSUT Consultant; Loretta Donlon, ED-51 Director; Julie Metz, URO   
Administrative Assistant; Diana (DeDe) Giffune, President of the Oneida County 
Presidents’ Council; Cindi Alois, the person responsible for maintaining our web-
site; Floyd Cameron and Geralyn O'Reilly of NYSUT Retiree Services; and Floyd’s 
staff, especially Joyce Smith. 

 NYSUT continues to face many challenges from the foes of public education, 
so our work is not done.   Three important challenges stand out.  There are those in 
prominent government positions who want to privatize public education, who want 
to diminish our pensions and who want to eliminate a worker's right to bargain    
collectively.  These issues and more will be at risk if voters approve the proposition 
calling for a New York State Constitutional Convention on the ballot in               
November.  We retirees make up a considerable voting block.  I realize we retirees 
don't agree on every issue our union supports.  I get that.  However, we do share one 
common trait—all of us are NYSUT retired public educators, which should be 
enough to unite us as a voting block on this one particular issue.  We must resolve to 
vote NO on the proposition for a constitutional convention next November.  

The challenges we face in Washington are quite another matter.  We have      
entered what I refer to as The Age of Flimflammery.  This new era is as yet not   
totally defined but what has been revealed thus far is quite disturbing to me.    

Lobbyists representing big monied interests are driving the agendas of many 
politicians on every level of government, which makes our effort to resist that much 
more difficult.  Our only way to counter this is through VOTE-COPE—so continue 
to give generously. 

 Remember the oft-used phrase "United We Stand, Divided We Fall."  Continue 
to support your Retiree Council with your participation fee and by actively resisting 
any efforts to diminish our union's influence in the public domain.  

Retiree Council 8 Steering Committee:  Adirondack—Y. Emery, H. La Fave; 
Canastota—B. Woodarek; Clinton—M. Duink, C. Wheat; Holland Patent—D. Schue, 
J. Grossman; New Hartford—D. Markson; Oneida—K. Cartwright-Cox, J. Fiacco; 
Oneida BOCES—J. Furgal, C. Zammiello; Oriskany—S. McQueen, D. Inserra; Rem-
sen—J. Corn; Rome—W. Carey; Stockbridge—L. Dunn; Utica—A. Cohen, L. Cus-
todero; VVS—K. Drake; Waterville—M. Berardino, N. LaBrecque;  Whitesboro—H. 
Chomin,  F. Wood;     Immediate past president—Peg Corbett; RAC—C. Gehrig; 
MVCCPA—B.Perrotti 

mac.nysut.org 

Web Site Address 
retireecouncil8.org 
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 Whether you are already retired or know someone about to retire, NYSUT has  
developed a valuable resource to assist you with your plans. Your Blueprint for a        
Successful Retirement:  An Online Planning Guide is available at nysut.org.  Some of the 
topics covered are pensions, health benefits, relocation considerations, social security, 
financial planning and long-term care. 
 Click on members at the top of the screen and then retirees, which is on the left 
side of the screen.  Click on Retirement Guide and log in when you are prompted.  You 
will need your member ID and password.  If you don’t have an account, it’s easy to     
create one.   

someone about the retirement, NYSUT has developed a valuable resource to assist you with your plans. Your  
Retirement Guide 

 
Paul Fitzpatrick is 2017 Mike Corn Award Recipient 

 
 

Introducing Jan Corn, RC 8 Incoming President 

    Paul Fitzpatrick has been awarded the 2017 Mike Corn Award in          
recognition of his continued service to union  affairs and for his ongoing    
commitment to the community. 
    In retirement Paul served as a Rome Teachers Association retiree repre-
sentative including head rep. Paul did an excellent job fulfilling his obligation 
as Retiree Head Rep and often went above and beyond the call of duty. Paul 
also served on various Rome Teachers Association committees including    
Labor Council and Constitution and Bylaws, providing both his time and his 
expertise. 
     Paul's gift to the community has been his investment of time. He annually 
spearheads the local Heart Run and Walk as well as the school district's United 

Way drive. 
    Finally, Paul's continued dedication is shown through his service as a member of the Rome City School        

District's Board of Education over the past few years. Currently he presides as the president of the Board. While    
serving on the Board, Paul has been at the core of launching our community schools efforts alongside Rome Teachers 
Association representatives. 

Paul was nominated by Rob Wood, President of the Rome Teacher’s Association. 

Congratulations to NYSUT retiree Florence Wood 
from the Whitesboro RTA for being honored as a 2017 
Women of the Year  by the Mohawk Valley Chapter of 
N.Y.S. Women, Inc., held on March 28, 2017.  Florence 
received the Unsung Heroine Award for her longtime 
service tutoring immigrants from around the world 
and helping them learn to read and write English. 

As your new president elect, I want to thank you for your votes of support in entrusting me to lead RC 8 for the 
next three years. Ken Drake's shoes will be hard to fill. He has been an inspiration in his role as president for the past 
two terms, and we will all miss his guidance. Thank you, Ken, for your wisdom, leadership and professionalism.  

I see my role as one not only of a leader but as one who facilitates, inspires and delegates. I am going to need all 
of you to help accomplish our goals. Whether we are defending financial, pension, health care or other essential     
retiree issues, each and every one of you are a valuable resource. We need all our combined strength to maintain or 
better our retiree standard of living. We also need to continue work on helping our active teachers in their everyday 
plight and on preserving public education for our children. Community action continues to be a priority, too. Please 
help by getting involved. 

In these politically turbulent times, it is easy to get distracted. That is why it is so very important that we stay    
focused on our goals. No matter what your political affiliation, we need to unite and work together to make a differ-
ence. We are a group of passionate, civic-minded union members who continue to change lives through friendship, 
learning, community service and action. I am proud to be a part of this noble mission of which you all are an integral part. 

Luncheon speaker David Keefe, Jan Corn, 
Paul Fitzpatrick, and  Rob Wood. 
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We Fondly Remember our Friends and Colleagues 

Robert Gifford   Clinton 
Mildred Ackley  Holland Patent 
Wanda Goodrow  Holland Patent 
Richard Alito   Oriskany 
Ferne Merrill   Oriskany 
Geraldine Pizer  Oriskany 
Elvie Tietze   Oriskany 
Cynthia Donachie  Rome 
Elizabeth Fowler  Rome 
Daniel Fronczek  Rome 
Joseph Schallaci  Rome 
John Wise   Rome 
Dean A. Woodard  Rome 

Protect public education, access to healthcare, labor rights and fairness for working families by 
supporting VOTE-COPE.  Checks may be sent to VOTE-COPE, PO Box 5190, Albany, NY 
12205-0190 or donate online at nysut.org.  Click on My NYSUT (upper left corner) and log in 
with your membership number and password.  If you send a check, please include your address, 
NYSUT membership number, (your social security number will also work) and name of your 
local chapter.   

NYSUT does not use dues money toward political action campaigns to comply with Federal Election Laws.  
Without voluntary VOTE-COPE donations, NYSUT’s ability to engage in political action would be very limited.  It’s 
also important to note that 40 percent of money donated is returned to the local chapter for political action purposes.  

 
Last year NYSUT members contributed over 10 million dollars to VOTE COPE.   

Our adversaries outspent us by a 15-1 margin! 

Claire Colosimo  Utica 
Paul Baker   Utica 
Alfred Candido  Utica 
Carolyn Spanfelner  Utica 
Deborah Getman  Vernon Verona Sherrill 
Allen Jaquays   Vernon Verona Sherrill 
Vivian Bouck   Whitesboro 
Robert Brien   Whitesboro 
Salvatore DiChristina  Whitesboro 
Barbara Knight  Whitesboro 
Robert Maliani  Whitesboro 
Alayne Podeszek  Whitesboro 
Maryann McCarthy  Whitesboro 

Michigan, home of education secretary Betsy DeVos, just ended teacher pensions for new hires and is looking at 
current pensions.  Disturbing, yes, but not a big surprise.  Big business is hard at work trying to eliminate defined  
pensions for teachers nationwide.  In New York the lobby to hold a constitutional convention (or Con-Con) is      
working overtime to get a crack at current pensions.  Your vote will be critical in November.  It’s imperative we all 
stayed informed and involved. Source:  Vote Cope handout, April 2017 

 
Teachers’ Pensions  

PROTECTING COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
The Triborough Amendment allows for the terms of your contract to stay in place when it expires when a district and 
association are not able to settle on a new contract. Without this amendment a district would have the power to do 
whatever they want when a contract expires without another one in place.  

New York State's commitment to labor—especially public-sector labor—is truly a pillar of the international trade 
union movement.  So, when the constitutional convention referendum tops the ballot on November 7, 2017, look no 
further than Article 1, Section 17 of the state constitution for one key reason to vote NO. 

"§17. Labor of human beings is not a commodity nor an article of commerce and shall never be so considered or 
construed. … Employees shall have the right to organize and to bargain collectively through representatives of their 
own choosing." 

There it is: Right now you have the constitutional right to form and join a union. A constitutional convention 
could wipe it off the books, unless convention delegates decided to put it back in. And it would be a serious mistake to 
assume they would. 

"We all know labor unions—the rights to organize and bargain collectively—are under attack," said NYSUT's 
Andy Pallotta, executive vice president* and head of the union's legislative and political operation. 

"The 'right-to-work' types who swept into Congress and the White House in November would love nothing more 
than to eviscerate labor laws all over the country," he said. "Well, I say, NOT in NEW YORK!"  

The best way to protect the rights of working people in this state is to defeat the referendum on the constitutional 
convention next November, Pallotta said. Do not let politically connected delegates, backed by anti-union billionaires, 
rewrite the document that guarantees your most basic rights, he said. "Vote NO and urge your friends and families to 
do the same."   

Source:  NYSUT.org, January 2017 *Mr. Palotta was recently elected President of NYSUT. 




